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Learning 
Objectives

• Discuss various established triage methods

• Compare and contrast different triage methods

• Have hands-on experience applying a triage 
algorithm quickly to simulated patients



What is a Mass 
Casualty 
Incident

When the needs of your patients 
outstrip your resources



MCI Principles

• Triage – “to sort” 

• Goal = Most good for the most people

• Response based on established, rehearsed plan

• Directed by resources available

• Dynamic not static



Approach to Treatment

• Highly variable

• Emphasis on life saving interventions and sorting

• Consider: space, transport, and destinations



Sorting

• Color based

• Green, yellow, red, black

• White

• Blue





SALT Triage

• Sort

• Assess

• Life Saving Interventions

• Treatment/Transport



START Triage

• Simple Triage And Rapid Treatment

• Discrete findings/less ambiguity

• Widely used



Jump START Triage

• Adapted for pediatrics

• Important to still be algorithmic

• Note it includes rescue breaths



Practice Time!



References
• Franc JM, Kirkland SW, Wisnesky UD, Campbell S, Rowe BH. METASTART: A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis of 

the Diagnostic Accuracy of the Simple Triage and Rapid Treatment (START) Algorithm for Disaster Triage. Prehosp 
Disaster Med. 2022 Feb;37(1):106-116. doi: 10.1017/S1049023X2100131X. Epub 2021 Dec 17. PMID: 34915954.

• Marcussen CE, Bräuner KB, Alstrøm H, Møller AM. Accuracy of prehospital triage systems for mass casualty 
incidents in trauma register studies - A systematic review and meta-analysis of diagnostic test accuracy studies. 
Injury. 2022 Aug;53(8):2725-2733. doi: 10.1016/j.injury.2022.05.006. Epub 2022 May 19. PMID: 35660101.

• Jerome D, Savage DW, Pietrosanu M. An assessment of mass casualty triage systems using the Alberta trauma 
registry. CJEM. 2023 Aug;25(8):659-666. doi: 10.1007/s43678-023-00529-8. Epub 2023 Jun 12. PMID: 37306923.

• Jones N, White ML, Tofil N, Pickens M, Youngblood A, Zinkan L, Baker MD. Randomized trial comparing two mass 
casualty triage systems (JumpSTART versus SALT) in a pediatric simulated mass casualty event. Prehosp Emerg 
Care. 2014 Jul-Sep;18(3):417-23. doi: 10.3109/10903127.2014.882997. Epub 2014 Mar 6. PMID: 24601857.


	Slide 1: Triumphing at Triage
	Slide 2: Learning Objectives
	Slide 3: What is a Mass Casualty Incident
	Slide 4: MCI Principles
	Slide 5: Approach to Treatment
	Slide 6: Sorting
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: SALT Triage
	Slide 9: START Triage
	Slide 10: Jump START Triage
	Slide 11: Practice Time!
	Slide 12: References

